[Role of echocardiography in the diagnosis of congenital abnormalities of the thoracic aorta].
Echocardiography has revolutionized the diagnosis and follow-up of congenital heart disease over the last 20 years. Permanent technological innovation in the field of ultrasonic investigation and in the limitations inherent to this technique are illustrated in the assessment of congenital disease of the aorta, the subject of this review. The role of echocardiography associated with Doppler techniques in the investigation of congenital disease of the aorta varies with age: there is no rival technique in investigation of the foetus; in neonates, infants and young children, the role of ultrasound is preponderant because of the excellent echogenicity and the high incidence of congenital aortic disease occurring in a clinical context of cardiorespiratory distress. The limitations and insufficiencies of the techniques are greater in adolescents and adults in whom other non-invasive techniques are possible in acceptable practical conditions. The reality of progress in diagnosis is demonstrated by the possibility of therapeutic indications based only on the association of clinical and echocardiographic data without need for diagnostic catheterization and angiography. The limitations of ultrasonic techniques should however be recognized to avoid inappropriate usage.